GLOSSARY

ACCREDITATION: Recognition by an accrediting organization or agency that a college meets certain
minimum standards in programs, services, and facilities.

ACT: American College Testing Program - a college admission test. Measure English, math, reading and
science reasoning abilities. Many students take the ACT as well as the SAT Reasoning Test. (www.act.org)

ADVANCED PLACEMENT: Designed for student who have completed AP classes in high school and
the exam in each subject area. Colleges may grant advanced standing and credit depending upon grades
earned on exams.

ADVISOR: A member of the teaching faculty who advises students on course selection and curriculum
concerns.

APPLICATION FEE: A non-refundable fee usually charged for making application to a particular
college.

AUDIT: Attend a class without getting credit for it.

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE: The Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science or any other bachelor's
degree granted by a college or university for a program that typically requires four years of full-time study.

CALENDAR: The system by which an institution divides its year into shorter periods for instruction.
The most common calendars are semesters, quarters and 4-1-4.

CANDIDATES REPLY DATE AGREEMENT: This agreement established a common date, May 1st,
as the earliest date a college or university may require an accepted applicant to say whether he or she plans
to attend. Early Decision applications are exempt from this agreement.

CARNEGIE UNIT: One Carnegie unit is given for successful completion of one year's study of one
college preparatory or academic subject in high school.

CEEB: College Entrance Examination Board. Calhoun's School code is 333-098, Kennedy's School Code
is 330- 383, Mepham's School Code is 330-385.

COLLEGE BOARD: The company that administers the SAT Reasoning Test, Subject Tests, PSAT, and
Advanced Placement Tests. (www.collegeboard.com)

CORE CURRICULUM: A group of courses in varied areas of the arts and sciences, designated by a
college as one of the requirements for a degree.

CONSORTIUM: A voluntary association of two or more colleges providing joint services and academic
programs to students enrolled in member institutions. Students at one campus are allowed to attend courses

and use the facilities at other member campuses.

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION: A program integrating classroom study and work experience and
offering credit and salary.

COURSE LOAD: The number of hours taken in a given semester or quarter. A typical load is 15-18
semester hours or 15-17 quarter hours.

CSS: College Scholarship Service is a service of the College Board that uses a financial aid form to
standardize the method of determining a student's financial need.

CUNY: City University of New York.
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DEFERRED ADMISSION: The practice of permitting students to postpone enrollment for one year after
acceptance to the college.

EARLY ACTION: The student applies early in the fall of senior year and receives notification usually by
the end of January. This is not a binding commitment and allows the student to submit additional
applications and to accept or decline the offer of admission by May 1st.

EARLY DECISION: This is an application procedure whereby the student applies early in the fall of the
senior year (usually by November 1st) to their FIRST CHOICE college, and agrees by contract to enter that
college if offered admission. If accepted, (usually by the end of December) the student MUST withdraw all
other applications.

FEE WAIVER: Request for reduction or elimination of application, testing or financial aid form fees,
usually based upon financial need.

GPA: Grade Point Average.

HONORS PROGRAM: Any special program for very able students which offers the opportunity for
educational enrichment, independent study, acceleration or some combination of these.

INDEPENDENT STUDY: An arrangement that allows students to complete some of their college
program by studying independently instead of attending scheduled classes and completing group
assignments. Typically, students plan programs of study in consultation with a faculty advisor or
committee, to whom they may report periodically and submit a final report for evaluation.

INTERNSHIPS: Short-term, supervised work experience, usually related to a student's major, for which
the student earns academic credit. The work can be full or part-time, on or off campus, paid or unpaid.

LIBERAL ARTS: A broad course of instruction comprising the arts, natural sciences, languages,
literature, philosophy, religion, and the classics.

MATRICULATION: The process whereby a student is accepted, pays the fees, and enrolls in classes -
officially becoming a student at the college. This term is only applied to freshmen or to a transfer student's
first enrollment.

NEED BLIND ADMISSION: Financial need does not impact on the admission process.

NEEDS ANALYSIS: The process used to evaluate an applicant's financial situation to determine how
much financial aid a student would be eligible for to meet post-secondary education expenses.

OPEN ADMISSIONS: The college admissions policy of admitting high school graduates and other adults
generally without regard to conventional academic qualifications, such as high school subject, high school
grades and admissions test scores, Virtually all applications with high school diplomas or their equivalent
are accepted.

PLACEMENT TESTS: A battery of tests designed to assess a student's aptitude and level of achievement
in various academic areas so that he or she may be advised to enroll in the appropriate level classes.

PRIVATE COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: An educational institution of higher education which is not
supported by public taxes. Private colleges may be independent or church related.

PSAT: Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test.
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PUBLIC COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY: An educational institution of higher education which is supported
by public taxes.

REGISTRATION: A process at the beginning of each semester or quarter whereby the student selects the
courses he or she will enroll in, pays the appropriate fees, and sets up a class schedule for the semester or
term.

ROLLING ADMISSION: Certain colleges or universities have a policy of admitting qualified students
on a "first- come, first-served" basis. Applicants are notified of admission decisions as soon as credentials
are submitted and processed.

ROTC: (Reserved Officers Training Corps) Programs conducted by certain colleges in cooperation with
the United States Air Force, Army and Navy. Local recruiting offices of the services themselves can
supply detailed information about these programs, as can participating colleges.

SAT REASONING TESTS: A three-hour forty-five minute standardized test which measures the critical
reading, math and writing abilities of the student.

SAT SUBJECT TESTS: One-hour subject tests which measure knowledge of particular subjects and the
student's ability to apply that knowledge. Not all colleges require SAT Subject Tests. Students are responsible
for checking individual college requirements.

SEMINAR: A course in which a small group of students, headed by a professional, engages in research
and discussion.

SUNY: State University of New York.

TOEFL: Test of English as a Foreign Language, which is taken by students whose English is their second
language.

TRANSCRIPT: The official record of a student's academic performance from the time of entrance in a
given institution to the end of the latest semester.

TUITION: The charge for instruction. Generally designated for a year or semester for a full-time student;
for part- time students it is often designated by the credit hour of a course.

TRANSFER PROGRAM: An education program in a two-year college that is offered primarily for
students who plan to continue their studies in a four-year college or university.

TRIMESTER: An academic calendar period of about 15 weeks. Three trimesters make up one year.

Students make normal progress by attending two of the trimesters each year and in some colleges can
accelerate their programs by attending all three trimesters in one or more years.
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RESOURCES FOR YOUR COLLEGE EXPLORATION

COMPREHENSIVE, COLLEGE REFERENCE BOOKS (OBJECTIVE):

Barron's Profiles of American Colleges; Barron's Educational Series, Happauge, NY.

College Admissions Data Handbook; Orchard House, Concord, MA.

Lovejoy's College Guide; Lovejoy's Educational Guides, Monarch Press, New York, NY.
Peterson's Guide to Four-Year Colleges; Peterson's Guides, Princeton, NJ.

Comparative Guide to American Colleges; Cass & Birnbaum, Harper Books, New York, NY.
College Guide for Students with Learning Disabilities; Laurel Publication.

COLLEGE RATING, RECOMMENDATION BOOKS (SUBJECTIVE);

The Fiske Guide to Colleges; Edward B. Fiske, Times Books, New York, NY.

The Insider's Guide to the Colleges; Yale Daily News, St. Martin's Press, New York, NY.
Rugg's Recommendations on the Colleges; Frederick E. Rugg, Sarasota, FL.

America's Best Colleges; U.S. News.

Best College Buys Now; Money Guide.

SUPPLEMENTARY COLLEGE REFERENCE BOOKS:

College Admissions Index of Majors and Sports; Orchard House, Concord, MA.
Peterson's National College Databank; Peterson's Guides, Princeton, NJ.

Major Options; Nicholas Basta, Harper Books, New York, NY.

The College Board Guide to 150 Popular College Majors; College Board, New York, NY.
The National Directory of College Athletics.

Need a Lift; American Legion.

COMPUTER RESOURCES:

Bellmore-Merrick web site: www.bellmore-merrick.k12.ny.us
NAVIANCE: www.naviance.com
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